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Programme notes

A diptych is a painting or an ancient writing tablet consisting of two panels which may be closed.
Diptych opus 137B for large wind orchestra consists of two interrelated movements:
the 1st movement entitled ;sadness contains all the compositional ideas of the 2nd movement entitled JOY!.
The position of the exclamation marks refers to the palindromic links between the two movements.
This musical diptych expresses the convexity and concavity of human emotions.
Sadness is expressed by moderate and slow tempos, by a journey of minor chords in low register, by descending and static melodies.
In the middle of sadness, a sudden, short and aggressive explosion occurs, after which the sad music to gradually descend until it reaches the bottom of the abyss.
The brass instruments launch into a brilliant fanfare: there is only one way to go in life, and that is forward.

The structure of JOY!is fan-shaped, that is, ideas unfold one after the other until a mid-point after which they reappear in the reverse order.
The subject matter of JOYVis joy, the joy to create, the joy to feel alive, the joy to make music and the joy to share joy with an audience.
Joy is expressed by energetic fast tempos, extrovert brass fanfares, lyrical ascending and cute lighthearted melodies,
woodwinds arpeggios merrily flying up and down, and by brilliant cymbals heralding the cheerful conclusion.

Duration 150"
(jsadness 9'30" + JOY!9'307)

Instrumentation and listing of the parts

#1: Piccolo flute

#2: Flute 1

#3: Flute 2

#4: Oboe 1

#5: Oboe 2
#6: Clarinet 1 in Bb
#7: Clarinet 2 in Bb
#8: Clarinet 8 in Bb
#9: Bass clarinet in Bb

#10: Soprano saxophone in Bb
#11: Alto saxophone 1 in Eb
#12: Tenor saxophone in Bb
#13: Baritone saxophone in Eb

#14: Bassoon 1
#15: Bassoon 2

#16: Trumpet 1 in Bb
#17:Trumpet 2 in Bb
#18: Trumpet 3 in Bb
#19:Trumpet 4 in Bb
#20: Horn 1in F
#21: Horm2in F
#22: Horn8inF
#23: Horn 4 in F
#24: Tenor trombone 1
#25: Tenor trombone 2
#26: Tenor trombone 3
#27: Bass trombone
#28: Euphonium 1
#29: Euphonium 2
#30:Tuba 1
#31:Tuba 2

#32: Timpani, gong
#33: Percussion #1 Glockenspiel, suspended cymbal, crash cymbals, tenor drum
#34: Percussion #2 Triangle, xylophone, snare drum, bass drum
#35 Percussion #3 Vibraphone, suspended cymbal, chimes
#36:Percussion #4 marimba

#37: Contrabass



First performance

Singapore Wind Symphony conduced by Joost Christiaan Flach on 26-1X-2023, Concert Hall School of the Arts, Singapore
during a concert entitled "Symphonic Sounds 2023"

Performance notes

The subtitles of the movement as well as the spoken words “sad” and “joy” may be translated into other languages.
Example in a French speaking environment: premier movement Tristesse, second movement Joie/ first bar murmur “tri- - - -st” and “triste”/ at the end shout “joie’.
Double bar lines indicate a change in tempo.
Choose three pairs of crash cymbals of different diameters and thickness.
Double bar lines indicate a change in tempo.

+¥4

Bar 8: mark clearly the utterance of the final consonant ‘d".
Bar 12sq, 50sq, 65sq and 549sq: achieve a fine balance within each family of instruments, between each family and with the instruments doubling.
Bar 18, 19, 52, 57, 66 and 71-73: the intention to play in the centre of the skin, half way and near the edge of membranophones is to produce a variation in colour.
Bar 24-25 and 85-36: clarinets play alternative fingerings to achieve the timbral trill. Tutti play a real pianississimo.
Bar 77: the harmonic of the contrabass sound in unison with pitch ab of the marimba and clarinets.
Bar 269sq and 459sq, achieve a balance between the long tenuto notes and the moving lines.
Bar 500sq: achieve a fine balance within the accompanying brass and in relation to the marcato lines.

Thank you :-)
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