Whisper in the night
A
R

for solo percussion and strings by Robert Casteels

Programme notes

This music expresses my disappointment at the non-evolution of hu

man behaviour across cultural and philosophical borders. In contrast to previous
works, the compositional writing is deliberately kept conventional and non-virtuosic.
This music expresses my disbelief at the intolerance, which seems to contaminate so
many minds and hearts, all over the world, regardless of people’s race, religion,
beliefs and language.

Every short note expresses death.

Every long note defies death.

Intolerance shrinks our green planet to a meaningless petty hard nut.

Instrumentation

¢ Solo percussionist on glockenspiel, crotales, vibraphone, marimba, xylophone, 5
suspended metal cymbals and tams, Slendro and Pelog gender barung and slentem

5 violins (as in one violin 1, one violin 2, one violin 3, one violin 4 and one violin 5)

5 violas (as in one viola 1, one viola 2, one viola 3, one viola 4 and one viola 5)

5 violoncelli (as in one cello 1, one cello 2, one cello 3, one cello 4 and one cello 5)

5 double basses (as in one bass 1, one bass 2, one bass 3, one bass 4, one five-string bass 5)
1 chromatic harp

* ¢ & o o0

Performance notes

a Five sounds a tritonus apart are to be selected among cymbals and tams;

0 The solo percussionist speaks in the most non-expressive, detached, clear and
objective way, using the language most likely to be understood by the majority of
the audience;

0 Hence, the text may be translated, in which case the text of bar 22 and 24 has to
be adapted;

o It should be feasible to perform the piece without conductor;

a Duration: approx. 5 minutes.

© Robert Casteels (Melbourne, Australia, March 2003)
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